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Lo AK Cxamizratien cf the railways at pretens in use, umer construction, or beiny 
altered from single to deuble track chows how Ruesia is striving to exploit 
yast areas ®hich seve eineral deposity and heavy indrstriss, The five-year 
plans nevs leon designed to maka the {ciatic Republics econowisally autonomous 
and the fourth five-year olan also provides for an expansion of industries 
‘du Asta, in proportion te the batterueit of communications, particularly 
vailvays. The wexlency to wake the Asiatic Republica economically and in- 
dustrially autenoaous is of military inportance; for, in the evant of conflict 
in Furose, Siberia would be able to supply an arsy in the West, no matter whet 
nappened. In the event of conflict on both fronts or only on the Asiatic 
front, the relative proximity of centers of production to the exmy in the Hart, 
wade ever. more evident by the railweys thet ara being built, weuld favor the 
eaploymant of forces whica previously could never have been used. 


éo. ‘the Following lines appear to warrant attention: 


a. A line undér construction which will link Centre] Siberia end Kazakhstan 
with European Russia, It begins at Abakensk (joined to the Trans-Siberian . 
caLiway by the Achinsk-Abekausk line) and passes through Kusnetsk-Bernaul- 
Pavicdar-Almolinsk (Kasekhstan) - Mustanai-Magnitogorsk (Urals) and rejoins 
the Prana-Siberian railway imaedintely east of Samara (Kuybisher). It 
ages the ssctlon already existing betwoen Slavgerod-Paviedar-Ekibad-tus und 
Almolinsk-Kurtanei-Tvoltsk-elHagnitorors*, It will be a single track line 
exeapt for the Akmolinsk-Kustansi-Troitsk sector, where a second line is 
being built, It will be joined to the Trans-Siberian railway by single 
track lines between: AbakanakeAchingk; Kusnetak-Yurga; Barneul-Novosibirek; 
Slavgorcd-Tatarsknya; Akmolinsk=Borovee-Petropaviovek; Troitsk-Chelyabinsk. 


b The present line in Kazakhstan from Orenburg (Chkalov)-Alma Atea-Novesitiirsk, 
on the Trans-Siberian railway, will be joined by the following single track 
lines: Slavgorod«Semipalatinsk (wader construction); Almwolinsk-Karagandsa 
{double track and in, use)-Bertis (Salkhash)(in use)-Chu (under construction): 
Karavanda»Aralskoe More (Aral Bea) (under construction); Troitek-Orek 
{second track under construotion)-Kandagach Stetion on the Orenburg-Tash- 
kent line (under construction). ‘This sector 1s important beceuse the line 
for Gurev on the Caspian Ses begins at KRandagach Station. 
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This new railway network will rake Karakhsten more importart, as oil and 
coal, ag woll as heavy industries, are in the AknolinskeKnraranda Grea. 
From the military point of view, it will increase the possibility of 
supplying and moving the kestern army which hag the task of defending the 
industries of the Urals and Wostern Siberia fron attacks from the southe 
cast und southwoste 


The following sectors of the central snd wostern frans<viberian railway 
will be electrified: fhe Urals, from Cholyabinsk to Knopacevo (sie); 
the ChelyabinskeZlatoust sector is already electrified. 


Uarshalling yards are at Kulomzine, where the Moscow-Sverdiovakeumsk line 


serives, and at Larabinsk {300 im east of Omsk). Omsk station is under re=- 
pair at present. — 


The BofAoM, line (Baikalefmureiore) is of particular importunce in the 
Rast. It was completed in 1939, Tt bepins at Taishet ané goes northwest 
throurh Bratskoe CstropeJst.tut (a port on the Lene River )=Fodaibo; it 
eontinucs south, feachiny Nagornose, and then ero: bevuards the sea in two 
different -lirections, ormeeast te Port Ayan and the other southeast through 
StoibaeNimanchik, resohing the Kiver Amur at Komsomolsk. This line is 
linked with the Trans-Siberian railway as follows: 


1, Une sector along the Vitin valley, probably beginning et Bodaibo, arrive 
ing at Nerchinsk, which in its turn is linked with a branch of the Transe 
Siberian railway by the Nerchinsk=.riiskovajo sector, 


®, ‘The second line joins NHazornoe with Rukhloves. 
3, The third begins at Nimanchik and reaches the TranseSiverian railway 


at Bakherova, probably following the Bureya velley. 


Gorment: The BaixaleAmur Ratlrosd, runing eost trom Taishet 
on che @runseaiberian (nortiwest of Lake Baill) to Komsomolsk and Sovets- 
waya Gavan on the Pacific, was constructed during, the latter part of the 
1930's, Conflicting opinion exists on whether the road has bean entirely 
completed, The route of the BuikaleAnur- Railroad (from west to east) is 
roughly as follows: Taishet to Ustekut, then south of the Lona agross 
the gold region of Bodaibo, tho Stanowsi Mountains, the valley of the 
Upper Lena, the fukuringre Moulrtains, the Selemdshs River, the upper Bureya 
River, and on to Komsomolsk, Connections with the Trans-Siberian in the 
east are made from lines rumiine south from Sofiski to Bureya, and from 
Lomsomoisk te Khaborovsk, Exeaspt for the branches and the weatern end of 
the line, in no other place doea it come within 100 miles of the Prange 
Siberien. 


The BalkaleAmur Railroad is important from an economic engle beceuse it 
will make accessible the gold deposits of the Bodaibo region, the Viti 
region, and Southern Yakutia, and connect the coal Jeposits of Bureaya 
with the iron ore deposits of Chuigan, ) 
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